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beside their own. Being a native of the district, it was
not necessary for me to spend time in learning the local
dialect. The community feeling of being a native of
the same district also enabled me to penetrate into more
intimate life without arousing suspicion.

Above all, in this village I could fully utilize the
personal connections of my sister, who, being respon-
sible for the silk reform, had gained the confidence of
practically every person in the village. I could without
any difficulty secure the best possible co-operation of
the villagers in general and the village heads in par-
ticular. Having understood my intention, they not
only supplied me with all possible material, but made
very intelligent and valuable suggestions and explana-
tions to facilitate my investigation. Furthermore, I
had visited the village several times before and had
been kept continuously informed by my sister about the
conditions there. Thus I could go directly into the
problem without wasting my time in preliminary work.

My investigation covered the two months of July
to August, 1936. Within this time limit, I was
naturally not able to follow the complete annual cycle
of social activities. However, these two months are
significant in their economic life. They cover the
last part of the silk industry and the first part of the
agricultural work. Supplemented by, oral informa-
tion and my past experiences, the material so far
gathered concerning their economic life and the related
social institutions is enough for a preliminary analysis.